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Resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting. 

HON HELEN MORTON (East Metropolitan — Minister for Mental Health) [5.08 pm] — in reply: I want 
to wrap up my comments given the level of support we are receiving from the opposition for the Perth Theatre 
Trust Amendment Bill. I was talking about how the new operating model will provide an opportunity for more 
programming and will increase sustainability of some of the state’s most significant cultural assets. It will 
provide better value for money for the state government and Western Australian taxpayers. In undertaking this 
change, the trust aims to achieve closer relationships with stakeholders and a more focused approach to the 
varying needs of the performing arts sector and savings in operating expenditure. The new model will improve 
engagement with the performing arts sector with the trust working directly with hirers, promoters and resident 
companies rather than through a third party. The new operating model for the Perth Theatre Trust will closely 
align with operations in other national performing arts venues and the new operating model will mean that 
resident companies will deal directly with the trust. This will enhance communications with the resident 
companies and result in better outcomes across the sector. This project is expected to be rolled out across a three-
year period. A project team is working to ensure that the transition process is well managed. The new operating 
model has already had a positive response from stakeholders in WA and the trust’s counterparts in the eastern 
states. 

I referred to some of the statistical information earlier. The Perth Theatre Trust’s 2015 collaboration with 
Fringe World has resulted in a new “pop-up” venue in the courtyard of the State Theatre Centre. In another new 
initiative, the Perth Theatre Trust has combined with the Perth International Arts Festival to present 
Black Diggers, the critically acclaimed Queensland Theatre Company’s production about Australia’s Indigenous 
soldiers in the Great War. 

In 2013–14, the Perth Theatre Trust programmed 76 performances, which attracted nearly 24 000 patrons. Its 
programming activities accounted for seven per cent of the total performances across all of the Perth Theatre 
Trust venues, which represented four per cent of the total attendances in 2013–14. The 76 performances in 2013–
14 represented an average investment of $19 per patron at each Perth Theatre Trust production. This is good 
value for the taxpayers’ dollar. 
For the past three years, the Perth Theatre Trust has invested $1.2 million in programming activities at its 
venues. This investment translates into 257 performances with just over 80 000 attendances. 
The specially-curated Morning Melodies has been funded by the Perth Theatre Trust for the past 13 years. It 
provides affordable daytime entertainment for seniors, shoppers and tourists, with performances by talented local 
up-and-coming artists. 

The Perth Theatre Trust’s investment has seen high profile performers such as the Vienna Philharmonic 
Orchestra, the Berlin Philharmonic Orchestra and the Royal Concertgebouw Orchestra perform at the 
Perth Concert Hall. 

The Perth Theatre Trust’s programming budget provides it with the opportunity to invest in product diversity, 
increase the utilisation of venues and present international and national artists who would not come to Perth 
without the trust’s support. The total number of attendances at trust venues in 2013–14 was 512 212.  

With the support of the opposition, I commend the bill to the house.  

Question put and passed. 

Bill read a second time. 

Leave granted to proceed forthwith to third reading. 

Third Reading 
Bill read a third time, on motion by Hon Helen Morton (Minister for Mental Health), and passed. 
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